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50 ANAMA - S CITYSThe’ © Usited,
States is in the process, of training as,
m ny 300 Salvadoran military’ officers
,p 1fs Panama Canal” area military -
théols in how-to deal with sus
guemllas in their country while” ob-
serving human rights...+~
" The decision to begin the mstmctlon,
rtaken last, summer without fanfare by
'Caxter administration and the mil-
vxhan government it backs in El |
dor is descnbed by US. officials |
’ as' “extremely sensmve and * ex- '

B Tb.e trmmng represents a sngm.ﬁcant

cggn rornise among the disparate ele- 1

mel%s‘ of the. Washmgton bureaucracy y

e extent to which the United”

_States should: support ‘the Salvadoran |

.“military and reinforce its ability to deal :
( wwth a growing guerrilla opposition and

'
1
1

ngzol its population in an mcreasmgly ‘4‘

~&ar forn. environiment.

4“5@ Saltador, for years has been a bat-;‘"

und between rich and poor, nght

;ﬁi’aiearter adnnmstrat\on
mtense mterest 1n its ate it

entagon on

it he Intelligence. communi
<#%he training by Us. personnel of-
.-" fdoran lieutenants, captains and.: |
¥mgommissioned officers in: Panama. 3
4 ;}-, s a heated debate within.the ad-
Siftration. last winter about: plans to-
ebatlithres dozen U.Somilitary: traininig
Zehi into El Salvador to teach basic;
: "’hne and skills: to the a.rmed forces
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"the focus of an intense propaganda |
' campaign on the part of Central Ameri-

_Triay’ complicate negotiations with-Pan-

.as one of the toughest spokesmen for |
¢ been a central figura i in the controversy
k throughout.

R the shots in El Salvador said one Us.

-White has epposed any major ClA or
' Pentagon interference in the pohcy the

_vador last April, he oversaw the re-

-in'Panama and responsible for the mﬁ-{

¥ l 0 by’ a "ber of State De-'
-“partment ofﬁaars}i mdu% U.S. Am '
. rt &

- countennsggtﬂcy policy in
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" Already, the Panama compromlae

: program is perceived in the region as

further evidence of the United States’

“"growing identification with El' Sal-
“vador’s increasingly conservative gov-'
“ernment, which took over from a right-
*ist military dictatorship under promises
“of reform oue year ago.

The “training. program “Has become

can leftists, and U.S. officials fear it ;

"ama on the fate of Us. military schools
here, now that the tramsition to Pan- ;
amanian .control of the former Canal ;

* Zoue has begun. 1

‘White, a career dxplomat regarded

the administration’s human rights and
reform policy in Latin America, has

"-“White is the guy that is calling all

tary official here. th
diplomatic and mtelhgence sourc&s,

State Department has Iald out for the
country. :
Soon after. White' amved‘m EI Sal-

placement of the CIA station-chief at
the embassy. These sources said that.
White has since discouraged the CIA s.

“head of Central -American: ooeratxons

- Lt ce H. .uttmg, chief
of the U.S Southemn Command based

‘itary security ‘of the region, has asked
to visit El Salvador on several occasions
‘and has been told by White not to
come because of “bad timing.”.

" White ‘essentially has. mamtamed
‘that the solution to El Salvador’s prob-:
‘lems will have to be- political, social!
and economic—that the military threat’

from the guerrillas trying to topple the
US.-backed government is, over the .

long run, the least dangerous factor,;
‘and that elements within the rmhtary
sitself may threaten the government. ..

+Jeft to do it themselves .
view is that the Selvadoran forces need’ .
- to improve their proficiency in a tech-

;Military 'and intellizence officials em-
phasized the need to o back up the Sal-
vadoran Army as much as possible.
13 not purely a political prob-
lem, Gen. Nutting said recently.
““There’s violence, xmhtary action. The
2olution as it appears to me would be
a political-military solution.” .
- Nutting denied .that he had sny se-,
-vious disagreements with White, saxd.
-he was aware of the social and economic.
“problems and expr%sed belief that’
 steps should be taken to improve them. .
' Nutting did not see any possibility
_of direct US. military intervention in.
: El' Salvador. But he added, “Unfortu- !
" nately a lot of people are unwxllmg to
“consider a more active involvement as:

a result of Vietnam.. .. The prohlem

is how do you manage the situation’
.80 they [the Selvadoran soldiers] are:,
. My own:

- nical, professional gense, and if we can.

- do that I think we should.” ™ .- "'“4

One way of doing this, planned as’
long as a year ago, was to send U.S. mil-
‘itary training teams into El Salvador,
fewsr than 50 men altogether to teach | |
basic discipline and skills to the Sal-
vadoran -armed forces.” .

: Whits vehemently obJected to any
such move. “I. Ju.st didn’t want them!

.in_the country,” White said in an in-;

-terview. “It would involve the Umtedl
States in ‘an on-the-ground situation in}

.a country in; ‘revolution .and put usl
right in the-middle.” He added, how-|

ever, that he had-no ob_}ectxon to some.
forms of military aid.” :

White agreed. to a plan £ seiid ‘Sa 7 j
million worth cf nonlethal mlhtary axd
to_the government. : l

In the months since, basic economic !
reforms have been put into effect. The
Salvadoran left, which was growing ever
more unified earlier this year, shows .

signs of breaking up along the old philo- :

sophical lines that kept it divided for°
most of the 1970s. The once broad-"

“based civilian-military junta has grown '

increasingly conservative, with power i

"now concentrated in the hands of the!

most conservative mihtary command
ers. .’ 1,“-1"‘1-\ T b Vb {
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